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Honoring 
Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison 

as he completes 40 years in the 
rabbinate and 10 years at 

Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El
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 Having served congregations in Chicago, Sunrise, 
Florida, and the Philadelphia area–culminating in his 
spiritual leadership of Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El 
during the past 10 years–Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison 
will retire at the end of June following 40 years in the 
active rabbinate. Rabbi Addison will continue teaching 
at Temple University where he serves as an Assistant 
Professor in the Intellectual Heritage Program.
 Rabbi Addison holds a B.A. in Political Science from 
the University of Illinois and an M.A. in Philosophy 
from Hunter College. He was ordained by the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, which also awarded him an M.A. 
in Hebrew Letters and a Doctor of Divinity (H.C.) degree. 
There he studied Kabbalah and Hasidism with Professors 
Abraham Joshua Heschel and Seymour Siegel. Rabbi 
Addison has also earned a D.Min. in the Sociology of 
Urban Religion from the Chicago Theological Seminary 
of America, and a Ph.D. in Theological Studies from the 
Graduate Theological Foundation in Indiana, where he 
serves as its Scholem Professor and Director of its new 
D.Min. program in Jewish Spirituality.
 The author and co-editor of four books, Rabbi 
Addison was a contributor to the Etz Hayim Humash 
and served on the Ideological Commission that authored 
the Conservative Movement’s Statement of Principals, 
Emet V’Emunah. Over the course of the last 30 years he 
has regularly written the Sedra column for the Chicago 
Jewish Sentinel, the Broward Jewish Journal and the 
Philadelphia Jewish Exponent. 

Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison
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 He has served as President of the Rabbinical 
Assembly, Southeast Region, and the North Broward and 
the Philadelphia boards of Rabbis. A former Chair of the 
Ft. Lauderdale Jewish Community Relations Committee, 
Rabbi Addison also is a former Vice President of the 
Labor Zionist Alliance.
 A pioneer in introducing Contemplative Spiritual 
Practice to the contemporary synagogue, Rabbi Addison 
has been certified as an Enneagram teacher by Helen Palmer 
and as a Fellow in Contemplative Group Leadership by 
the Shalem Institute. Recently, Rabbi Addison completed 
his certification in Dream Group Leadership at the Haden 
Institute and has been lecturing, presenting workshops 
and offering seminars on Kabbalah, Judaism and Dreams, 
Personality Type and Projective Dream Work. Rabbi 
Addison was a founding teacher and co-director of Lev 
Shomea, the first institute in North America for training 
spiritual directors in the Jewish tradition, affiliated with 
the Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish Spirituality at the 
Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center in Falls Village, 
Connecticut.
 Rabbi Addison lives in Philadelphia with his wife, 
Dr. Barbara Eve Breitman, a psychotherapist, author 
and Assistant Professor of Pastoral Counseling at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, where she trains 
and supervises its Spiritual Directors. Between them 
they have six children, a variety of sons-in-law, five 
grandchildren (with one on the way), two dogs and a 
lovebird. Rabbi Addison looks forward to being “a Jew in 
the Pew,” celebrating Shabbat and Yom Tov with Bobbi, 
their loved ones in Israel, here in Greater Philadelphia 
and back among our friends at MBIEE. 
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My dear Reb Avruhm,
 Where has the time gone? It feels as if it were 
just yesterday that you came to MBIEE. Almost 
instantly you became part of us. I immediately 
fell in love with your sermons. It was patently 
obvious that you believed a Jewish communi-
ty or organization couldn’t exist without love, 
menchlichkeit, and respect. This you combined with a goodly mix 
of wit and humor. After your very first sermon, I distinctly remem-
bered asking you a rhetorical “Where did you learn to deliver ser-
mons that speak so directly and personally to the souls of the listen-
ers?” 
 What truly spoke to me, even more than your sermons, was 
that you not only talked the talk, you also walked the walk. It was a 
genuine pleasure to work with you. I found you to be easy to speak 
to and was immediately convinced that you were a great listener. 
On more than one occasion, when I was faced with a choice of two 
unacceptable alternatives, I could always count on your creative 
ability to restructure the problem and come up with different solu-
tions. I do have to admit it was interesting seeing how you were 
able to work with someone so right of center as I.
 On a personal level, I cannot remember when I enjoyed such 
a close friendship with someone while working on a professional 
level. I learned from the way you always stayed on task and lis-
tened to the merits and constructiveness of the speaker’s thoughts 
and not to his or her background agendas. 
 I will always value the time when Marilyn was just released 
from a surgery. You called to inform me that it was Friday morning 
and that you were grilling some chicken on the barbeque. Imagine 
our surprise when you showed up at our door with chicken, green 
salad, pasta salad, wine, grape juice, challah, and cookies for des-
sert. It was delicious.
 Marilyn and I will miss you! We hope you and Barbara will 
enjoy your retirement in the very best of health.

Cantor Joshua H. Gordon
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Sivan 5775 
Last month, MBIEE held its annual Scholar–n–Residence weekend, 
hosting two prominent speakers. For the past 10 years at MBIEE, 
however, we have been privileged to worship with and study under 
our permanent scholar in residence, one of this area’s great scholars, 
our own Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison, Shlita.
 In my nearly thirty years on the bima at MBIEE, I have had the 
great honor, privilege and pleasure of serving under four rabbis, the 
last decade with our Rabbi Addison. 
 Ten years ago, when Rabbi Addison joined us, I was interested 
in seeing how a “large synagogue Senior Rabbi” would fit in at 
“The Little Shul with the Big Heart.” The match was beautiful as we 
embraced Rabbi Addison and took to us. 
 Rabbi Addison was adept in each of his roles; as teacher, pastor, 
scholar, mara d’atra, spiritual leader of worship, and moral compass 
he performed with scholarly brilliance and real humanity.
 His knowledge is vast, and he summoned it with rapier precision. 
From his spiritual High Holiday sermons to his warm Shabbat Divrei 
Torah, his mastery of Jewish text was encyclopedic. He was as adept 
at quoting from Hassidic masters as from the writings of Robert 
Allen Zimmerman. From the first, he imparted his wisdom upon us, 
challenging us to understand and to learn. Each and every one of his 
sermons, lessons, and insights taught me something new. 
 But he is also a man of both humility and humanity. He awed 
us with his attention to detail, knowing each congregant and their 
families and invoking blessings for us all. His reprimands were few 
and measured his praise free and boundless. He soothed us in times 
of sorrow, laughed with us in times of joy, and challenged us to know 
ourselves better as Jews and as human beings. By the standards of 
even our great sage, Hillel, Rabbi Addison is a Giant whose mere 
presence we shall all miss.
 Rabbi Addison, as this chapter in your calling as Pulpit Rabbi 
comes to a close, may Hashem grant you good health, many happy 
years with your family, and the strength to constantly renew your own 
creation. 

David A. Reif & Family
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"Mazel Tov!  We love you!  
Love, Leora, Mara, Jonathan, Amiel and Shira"

Dear Rabbi Addison,

Over the past ten years you have touched our lives in many 
ways. As Rabbi, a teacher, a friend you have been an inspiration 
through your sermons, the ‘Lunch and Learns’ as well as your 
adult education classes. Your love to teach and inspire has 
deeply affected our lives.

I value the close working and personal relationship we have 
had over these many years and we hope that even though you 
are retiring you will continue to be part of our lives.

As you look forward to your future may it hold many new 
adventures for you, with your family, in good health. Thank 
you for your years of dedication.

Warren & Susan Nachmann
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 May 18, 2015
 29 Iyar 5775

Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison
Congregation Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu–El 
Elkins Park, PA 19027

Dear Avruhm:
 MBIEE calls itself the “Little Shul with the Big Heart.”
 Since my retirement from AJ last June, I have had occasion to daven with you 
several times. And I have witnessed how you have been such a large part of this 
congregation’s big heart. Your warmth and welcoming way to me personally is re-
flective of the way you embrace the members of the synagogue with love and con-
cern. Your skillful use of the pulpit to teach Torah is masterful. As you come down 
into the congregation, your haimish marmer and wit are used to convey sophisti-
cated and profound truths. This is a great skill that you have, and your congregants 
have been blessed to learn from your wisdom. Moreover, in leading MBIEE to 
its new home at Kl you have helped set the congregation on a course for future 
growth and stability, and developed a model of cooperation among synagogues as 
our community matures.
 Our paths began to cross at JTS in the early seventies. It seems so long ago! We 
were young men then, setting out on a course to serve the American Jewish com-
munity. We both held positions in Detroit, and now in the Philadelphia suburbs. You 
have evolved in your style and method of teaching, and developed into one of the 
foremost spiritual leaders in the modem rabbinate. People who have trained with 
you as a spiritual guide speak of you with such esteem and admiration.
 I am grateful for your many kindnesses to me. Your support and encourage-
ment through the years here in Philadelphia, have offered wisdom and reassur-
ance, and made it an honor to be your friend and colleague.
 I know that you will continue to be a strong presence in the community, and I 
wish you continuing opportunities for contributing to the development of passion-
ate Jewish thought which will be a blessing to our entire community.
 I know that MBIEE will continue to thrive, and that its members will look 
back on your decade of service with gratitude for your leadership and wisdom that 
change their lives.

Congregation Adath Jeshurun, 7763 Old York Road, Elkins Park, Pennsylvania 19027
(215) 635-6611          FAX (215) 635-6165          rabbirosenbloom@adathjeshurun.info

Rabbi Seymour Rosenbloom
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Rabbi Avruhm:
 
Whose wisdom, dedication, perseverance, 
loyalty, service and love for the Jewish 
People invigorated and comforted so many.
 
May you go from strength to strength!
 
B’hatzlacha and B’ahava,
 
Juliet I. Spitzer and Philip Wachs and Family
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Forty days or years is often the archetypal time–stretch in Torah.
Why? Perhaps because the real time–stretch of human pregnancy is 
40 weeks. Perhaps each of these Biblical 40s is a time of pregnancy, 
preparing for a new birth of new life.
So we bless you, Avruhm, that after 40 years of gestating, knitting 
together the limbs and liberty of your own sacred rabbinate, you birth a 
new level of your self, even more fully able to birth a new and wiser world.

Rabbis Phyllis Ocean Berman and Arthur Ocean Waskow

Mazel tov to Rabbi Addison on his retirement—
Thank you for being such a wonderful teacher,

chaplain, and friend. 

With love,

Paula and Cliff Goldstein and family

Mazel Tov
from your

Be The Change ChevruTa

supporting each other in 
bringing forth an 
environmentally 

sustainable, socially just 
and spiritually fulfilling 

human presence on this planet.

Bobbi, Julie, Karen, 
Lynne, Maynard, Moon, 
Mordechai, Peter, Sheila 

and Susan

Rabbi Addison,
Thank you for your wonderful work
and contribution to our community.

May you go from strength to strength!

—Your friends at KI!
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Congregation Adath Jeshurun wishes

Mazal Tov!
to

Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison
for his 40 years as a Rabbi and 10 years as

Rabbi of Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El.

Wishing you and your family

good health and happiness as you

enter the next phase of your life. 

The best of everything to you, Barbara and all of your family.
You gave us ten wonderful years.

Sheila & Joe Pressman

Acquire for yourself a Haver.
You have been our friend for a lifetime.

We treasure you and what you have brought into our lives. 

Baruch and Josette
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Thank you 
Rabbi Addison for 

ten years of  wonderful 
leadership from the 

original LES Awardees.

Leonard Cohen
Edythe Kaplan
Shirley Cohen

וקנה לך חבר, עשה לך רב   




































Dear Rabbi,

Wishing you good health, 
good luck and good days 
ahead!

Dr. Sharon L. Kasdin

וקנה לך חבר, עשה לך רב   
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Rabbi Addison,

Thank you for your many years of service to
Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El  and the entire Old York Road Corridor. 

Enjoy each and every day of your retirement. 

Fondly, 
Jennifer and Robert Friedman

We have known Rabbi Addison since he was eleven years old, 
and now he is the father of our daughter-in-law. We join your 
congregation, Howard, in expressing deep appreciation and 
many thanks for your impressive contributions to Jewish life 
and scholarship.

With much love.
Rabbi Elliot and Marlynn Dorff

“Mi Ha’Ish He’Chafeytz Chayyim! Who is the man who seeks life.” 
In honor and celebration of you, colleague and friend. You are  an in-
spiring spiritual leader and mensch among men- a seeker of justice and 
explorer of the heart of the spiritual journey of life. May you be blessed 
in all that lies ahead as you have blessed the MBIEE community with 
your leadership. B’Vrachah v’hatzlachah,

Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha Zevit
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Chazak, chazak v’nitchazek!
From strength to strength, we are strengthened!
As it is a minhag to say these words as we end each Sefer, may we 
proclaim them to you, Avruhm, with joy and enthusiasm! You are 
completing this book of your life in strength!
May you begin the next Sefer, strengthened by MBIEE’s appreciation for 
your outstanding service, knowing you have shepherded this community 
through the challenges of transition to renewed life. May you open a new 
book in the Torah of your life with strength, renewed vision and joy!

Love, Bobbi

Yasher Koach to
Rabbi Howard Addison

for encouraging people of 
all ages to study Torah and 

create an atmosphere of 
compassion for all humans 

throughout his career.

Donald and Bonnie 
Wittenberg

You have been an inspiration 

to our congregation. Thank 

you for your outstanding 

service. We wish you 

happiness, good health 

and good mazel in all your 

future endeavors.

You will be missed.

Betty and Jerry Weiss

In honor of
Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison

and
in appreciation of his wisdom and many kindnesses.

The family of Irvin Silverman, z’l
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Jewish Committee on Scouting
Cradle of Liberty Council, BSA

We appreciate your longtime interest in scouting. Especially 
noteworthy was your honoring your parents with the awarding 

of scholarships in their name.

You will always remind us of the fourth scout law: 
Friendly

A scout is a friend to all—and a brother to every scout.

Mazal tov to Rabbi Howard Addison, upon reaching this 
milestone after such an accomplished career.

May you go mi–chayil el–chayil—from strength to strength!

(I fondly remember learning from you as a rabbinical student, 
especially over the High Holidays of 1998 at Temple Sinai!)

Wishing only the best for Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu–El,
Rabbi Eric Yanoff, Adath Israel, Merion Station

Thank you for many years of spiritual enlightenment and 
leadership both at Temple Sinai and here at 

Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El.

Enjoy being ‘a Jew from the Pew’ until you turn 120!

Larry Shipper
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Best Wishes
for continued Success

Michael M. Eisman and Sherry H. Kohn
* * * * *

Thank you Rabbi Addison
You are Unique

In Appreciation—Marilyn Solomon
* * * * *

M.B.I.E.E., “The Little Shul with a Big Heart.” We were blessed to 
have you for ten years. We wish it was for another ten years.

Love you—Barbara Gershkow
* * * * *

The Eisenberg Family is grateful for 
Rabbi’s support, guidance and compassion 

during our times of joy and sorrow.
* * * * *

Dear Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison,       Congratulations upon your retire-
ment and your dedication to MBIEE. Best Wishes for Continued Good Health 
and Happiness to you and your family.                                                                           Ida Pomerantz

* * * * *
Wish we could be with you to celebrate this milestone. 

Mazel tov!
Love, Uncle Ben, Howie, Ros and Claire

* * * * *
Yasher Koach on your retirement after ten years of dedicated service We wish 
you much success in your future endeavors. May you continue to be a source 
of illumination to the Jewish community.      Irv and Rebecca Gellman & family

* * * * *
Thank you for many years of wisdom.

All the best.
Flossie Solomon

* * * * *
Rabbi, I will greatly miss your weekend sermons, the lunch and 
learn lectures, and especially your reading of the Torah at minyan 
every Thursday morning. Enjoy Retirement.         David M. Gordon

* * * * *
With our very best wishes for good health and much happiness to you 

and your family in the future
Evelyn Krantz and Family
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 Abby Weinberg, Nathan Martin, Hadassah & Yehuda Weinmartin 
Adele & Stanton Bilker

Al & Bea Butler
Barbara Levey

Best Wishes, Diane & Hy Gordon
Best Wishes from Reggie Maizel

Charlotte Shanblatt
Diana and Bill Goldshlack

Dr. Fred Zorn
Eugene & Roberta Rifkind

Faye & Gil Gilad
Fran and Bob Sion

Gunther, Ilsa Kirchheimer and Family
Honey Zazoff

Jacob & Dana Goldberg
Jean & Lewis Lisman

Joan Polin
Jonathan and Moriah Tobin

Judy Baker
Lois & Seymour Goldstein
Lynda & Steve Boardman

Martin Selditch
MBIEE Texans Anita & Howard Fishman 

Millie Zazoff and Family
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Miriam and William Shnycer
Mitchell and Sandra Pinsly

Natalie Gabai
Phil and Bea Barrish

Rabbi Margot Stein & Myriam Klotz
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell & Nurit Levi Shein

Rhoda & Mert Goodman
Rose Levitt

Ruby and Elliott Ressler
Ruth & Irv Factor

Sylvia & Len Cohen
Sylvia Soble

The Senders & Weinberg Families
To a Good Future—Mazel Tov—the Weinbaums

To our Rabbi, a true Mench     Libby & Ron Goldman
Victor Antelman

Your insights always inspire! The Tetros

“Provide yourself a teacher”
— Pirke Avot, Book I, Verse 6

Thank you, Rabbi Addison, for being our teacher 
during these past ten years.

Stan & Millie Brooks



Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison Tribute Book

MAZEL TOV 

TO  

RABBI  

HOWARD AVRUHM ADDISON 

WITH LOVE AND RESPECT 





AND WITH GRATITUDE FOR YOUR 

EIGHTEEN YEARS OF UNWAIVERING 
SUPPORT OF 

 
B’NAI B’RITH LIBERTY REGION’S 

PROJECT H.O.P.E. 

HELPING OUR PEOPLE EVERYWHERE 
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www.germantownjewishcentre.org 
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                     Mazal Tov to  
Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison 

on your retirement from 
Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El  

Your friends at Germantown Jewish Centre celebrate your 
forty years as a congregational rabbi and an inspiring  

teacher and well-spring of Torah. 

Beth Sholom Congregation salutes our neighbor, 
friend and teacher Rabbi Howard Avruhm Addison 
for his years of service to Congregation MBIEE. May 
this next chapter of your life be filled with growth, 
health and happiness.
 
Shelley Hittinger, President
Rabbi David Glanzberg-Krainin
Rabbi Andrea Merow

Rabbi’s Gala Committee
Ariana Burrows

Jacob A. Goldberg, Esq.
Lori Goldfarb

Warren Nachmann 
Larry Shipper
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May 31, 2015


